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Introduction

I was born and bred in the Lake District but left at the
age of 18, never quite realising how much I was leaving
behind. However, my going away has been a preparation
for going back. Now, years later and after numerous
return visits, my eyes are open and I can see. And to me
the Lake District always looks beautiful.
Though the largest of the English National Parks, the Lake
District is only about 30 miles across and 40 miles from
north to south, similar in size to Greater London. Traffic
on the M6 motorway speeds past in not much more than
half an hour, some drivers never knowing what they’re
missing.
The mountains are high compared with other British
mountains and the lakes are large in British terms, but
on the world stage they’re mere molehills and ponds. It’s
the variety and concentration of good things packed into
such a small area that makes the Lake District so special.
You never have to travel far to be moved by something.
Okay, the weather can sometimes be, as they say locally,
‘a bit claggy’, but as someone once said (possibly an
outdoor clothing salesman), ‘there’s no such thing as bad
weather, only inadequate clothing’. And there’s always
that magical moment when the rain stops, the clouds part
and a sunbeam dances across a valley, making you want
to cry out in appreciation and gratitude.
This book is a tour around a selection of my favourite
Note: All maps in this book are schematic and not drawn to scale.

places, some are on the main tourist trails, others in
quieter, less-commercialised retreats, where life moves
at a slower pace and spiritual recuperation comes easy.
My earlier books on the Lake District were illustrated
with black and white line drawings but this one has been
my first opportunity to use colour to try and capture just
a flavour of one of the most colourful areas of Britain.
The notes provide some historical background and
useful facts and figures. I’ve suggested a few easy
low-level walks, which are intended as an introduction
to the particular area, rather than presenting a physical
challenge. Serious walkers are more than adequately
served by a multitude of books and web pages.
If you’re one of the eight million people a year who visit
the Lake District, I hope this book will guide you to some
of the places that have given me so much pleasure over
the years. If you’re one of the over 40,000 people who
live within the National Park, count your
blessings – you’re so lucky!

Rugby, 2020

An old oven in a wall at
Hartsop (Possibly to keep the
milk deliveries cool)
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TOUR 1

Derwent Water & Buttermere Round • 26 miles

Derwent Water & Buttermere Round

Keswick – Derwent Water – Rosthwaite – Seatoller – Honister Pass –
Buttermere – Newlands Hause – Stair – Grange – Keswick
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Add 5 miles if
want to visit
Watendlath

This tour begins on the the B5289 out of
Keswick, one of the Lake District’s most
scenic roads, travelling south though
most of Borrowdale. The road follows the
eastern shore of Derwent Water, generally
regarded as ‘the Queen of the Lakes’.
A detour climbs to a tranquil ‘hanging
valley’ with idyllic Watendlath at its head.
The narrow access road twists along
wooded clifftops with many famous views
along the way.
Beyond the head of Derwent Water the
valley narrows dramatically through ‘the
Jaws of Borrowdale’. At Seatoller you cross
Honister Pass into Buttermere, less pretty
than Borrowdale but more rugged and
spectacular. Turning east over Newlands
Hause descends into Newlands valley.
Finally the route turns south across the
lower slopes of Cat Bells for unbeatable
views across Derwent Water, before
rejoining the B5289 back to Keswick.
This route is very popular and often busy,
especially at holiday times. The only fuel
stations are in Keswick.

Keswick

Keswick Main Street & the Moot Hall
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The old market town of tightly packed slate buildings is fabulously set
between Derwent Water and Skiddaw with Borrowdale and the high
mountains stretching away to the south.
Keswick developed with the 18th century mining industry and
the world’s first pencils were made here using graphite mined in
Borrowdale. With the relocation of the pencil mill to Workington in
2008, Keswick is now totally given over to tourism.
Despite its dedication to outdoor activites and the huge range of
equipment you apparently need to enjoy them, Keswick has ‘proper’
shops and some decent galleries. There’s
also a market held on the open area around
the Moot Hall every Thursday and Saturday
with a wide range of local products and food
on sale, including Artisan cheeses, Herwick
sheep fleeces and designer wooley jumpers.
The River Greta winds attractively around
the town, peaceably enough generally but
after heavy rain it magnifies to a raging
torrent, bringing devastating flooding and
damage to many parts. Storm Desmond in
December 2015 was particularly destructive.
Originally built in 1571 and rebuilt in 1695,
the present Moot Hall dates to1813. It’s seen
service as a courthouse, prison, market,
museum and town hall. An unusual one
handed clock in the tower used to be wound
every day by a diligent local man.
Since 1971, the ground floor has been used
as a National Park Information Bureau, the
busiest in Lakeland.
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Fitz Park Play area, games courts for football and basketball. BMX track. Upper
Fitz Park is a more formal area with landscaped gardens and an arboretum. Also
has a 18 hole putting green, bowls and croquet.

Greta
Bridge
Upper Fitz
Park

Pedestrianised
area

P

FUEL

750 yards

Hope Park Donated
to the town by local
dignitaries, Sir Percy
and Lady Hope in
1974. Miniature golf
course, park games,
gardens and a café.

Moot Hall

Crow Park
Open grassland
sloping down to
the lakeside with
fantastic views.

Alhambra The town’s
enterprising cinema.
Shows all the mainstream
releases plus weekly
foreign-language and
indie screenings.

P
Derwent
Water
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Pencil Museum Located on the site of the original factory, the museum reopened in 2017 after disastrous
flood damage in the 2015 storm. It’s home to all you need to know about pencils, including history,
workshops, demonstrations and the world’s longest colour pencil. It’s almost 26ft long. And yellow.

P

Boat Landings

Theatre by
the Lake

Keswick

Museum & Art Gallery
Founded in 1873 with the Fitz Park building opening in 1898
and the Art Gallery added in 1905. A major renovation in
2014 added an extension and the Café West. Its varied
collections feature the area’s landscape, history and
culture, including manuscripts of all the Lakeland poets and
numerous ‘oddities’.
Most famous exhibit is the
Musical Stones collected on
Skiddaw by musical stone
mason, Joseph Richardson in
the 1830s, which sound in tune
when struck. Toured Victorian
England as the ‘Rock, Bell and
Steel Band’.
Museum & Art Gallery

TOUR 1
ROUTE
Greta Bridge & Skiddaw. Flood water
reached the top of the bridge walls in 2015

Castlerigg Stone Circle
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Pit Stops

The town enjoys a rich smorgasbord of eating and drinking
establishments. This is only a tiny selection.

Morrel’s, Lake Road

Keswick’s top eating spot serving Modern British and
Mediterranean styles. Closest restaurant to the Theatre by the
Lake. morrels.co.uk

Inn on the Square, Market Square

Caters for all tastes. Award-winning Brossen Steakhouse for
night time dining. The uber modern Front Bar serves brunch,
lunches and home made cakes.The dog-loving and family
friendly Back Bar overlooks the Bell Close car park.
innonthesquare.co.uk

Dog & Gun, Lake Road

Tradition pub with oak beams and stone floors. Pub grub par
excellence with gourmet chips. Popular with locals as well as
visitors. Gets crowded. greeneking-pubs.co.uk

Derwent Water & Buttermere Round

Set on a hilltop just 1.5 miles east
of Keswick town centre is the
Town
Stone Circle
centre
finest Neolithic circle in the Lakes.
Grasmere
Castlerigg consists of thirty-nine
stones arranged in an oval whose
greatest diameter is 110ft. Contained within it is a unique
rectangle of stones. The tallest stands just over seven feet,
average height is three feet. They are reckoned to be between
3 to 4,000 years old; ancient when the Romans were here.
Why the stones should be erected at this spot and what was
their purpose is an enduring mystery.
There are seventeen other Neolithic circles in the Lake
District, some more impressive then Castlerigg. But none enjoy
the marvellous setting that this one has, perched on its grassy
eminence 650ft above the streets of Keswick and surrounded
by some of Lakeland’s finest fells. Breathtaking with snow on
the tops or during a sunset over Skiddaw.

Abraham’s Café, Lake Road

Praised for its soups, big breakfasts and open sandwiches.
Located on the top floor of Fisher’s famous store there are a
lot stairs to ascend. Well, it is a climbing shop, after all – and
the views are great. georgefisher.co.uk/cafe

Wetherspoon’s, Bank Street. The brand’s excellent value
for money food and ale. Located in the former magistrates’
court and police station, rejoicing in the glorious name of The
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. jdwetherspoon.com
Keswick also boasts some excellent fish and chip shops.
The Kingfisher in Main Street and The Lakes Fish & Chips in
Bank Street are recommended.
Castlerigg Stone Circle & Blencathra
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With upmarket gift shops, restaurants, cafés,
bistros, bars and pubs, Lake Road is Keswick’s
most hip & happening street.
Look out for the 12ft-tall metal giraffe outside
the Treeby & Bolton store. It was made of
recycled oil drums by a team of 10 artists in
Kenya and shipped here in a giant container.
Apart from the popular sculpture, Treeby & Bolton
also boasts a fashionable shop, gallery and café.
George Fisher opened in 1957, when it was
the first to import mountain equipment from
Austria. Since then it has become one of the most
celebrated outdoors store in the Lakes.

Theatre by the Lake

George Fisher

PORTINSCALE
KESWICK
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A quiet day in Lake Road

Hailed ‘the most beautifully
located and friendly theatre in
Cat Bells
Britain’ the Theatre by the Lake
was opened in 1999, replacing
the unlovely mobile Century
Theatre. With a full programme of
drama, concerts, exhibitions and
events it has established Keswick
as the main cultural centre for the
northern Lake District. A coffee
shop and bar are open daily on
performance days.

Derwent Water has long being regarded as one of the most attractive of all the lakes. Add
Borrowdale and in this valley, more perfectly than anywhere else in the Lake District, are found
the three components of the Romantic Ideal – rock, trees and water – in glorious abundance. A
splendid walk of about 10 miles goes all round the lake, with only the short stretch between Nickol
End and Keswick being away from the lakeside.
10
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Launch landing stages
1. Keswick 2. Ashness Gate
3. Lodore 4. High Brundlehow
5. Low Brundelhow 6. Hawse End
7. Nichol End

Derwent Water

Maiden Moor

Cat Bells
148ft (451m)

Derwent Island

Robinson
2417ft (753m)

from the boat landings is one of the most popular in Lakeland.
The Keswick launches have run a regular service calling at
seven landing stages around the lake since 1904. Two boats,
still in use, were built of Burma teak over 80 years ago and
were originally for the exclusive use of Lodore Hotel residents.
High Stile
2648ft (807m)

Rowling End
1422ft (433)

Causey Pike
2090ft (637m)

Eel Crag
2753ft (838m)
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Widest of all the lakes, Derwentwater is around three miles
long, just over one mile wide and has a max depth of 72ft.
There are four islands plus nine smaller ones.
A visit to Keswick is incomplete without a walk down to the
lake. It’s less than a mile from central Keswick and the view

Boat landings
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Friar’s Crag is one of the most visited spots in Lakeland. It’s
only a low headland of rock topped by scraggy Scots pines
and hardly rates the ‘crag’ tag. However, as a vantage point
it is beyond compare. The art critic and social thinker, John
Ruskin, who has a memorial on the crag, rated the view
of Borrowdale from Friar’s Crag in his top three in Europe,
though he was prone to hyperbole. According to him Keswick
was ‘too beautiful to live in’.
Nevertheless, the view is splendid – given clear conditions.
Great End is nine miles away, so you could be peering
through a lot of Lakeland haze.
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Ashness Wood

Brown Dodd
148ft (451m)
Brund Fell
1363ft (415m)

Surprise
View

Shepherd’s Crag

Friar’s Crag
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Ether Knott

The view south from Friar’s Crag

Rampsholme
Island

Lodore Falls
Hotel

Bessyboot
1804ft (550m)
Troutdale

Borrowdale
Hotel

King’s How
1300ft (396m)

Glaramara
2569ft (783m)

Castle Crag
954ft (783m)

Esk Hause

Great End
2984ft (910m)

Manesty

Scafell Pike
3209ft (978m)

Nitting Hows
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Derwent Island & Skiddaw
The house and island are strictly private

Derwent Island became a sanctuary for German miners
in 1565 when they were badly received by the locals. In
the 18th century the eccentric Joseph Pocklington built
a house and various follies on the island. The Marshall
family lived here for over a century, handing ownership to
the National Trust in 1951.
Rampsholme Island once had a bloomery for smelting
iron ore, while St Herbert’s Island is named after the 7thcentury hermit immortalised by Wordsworth.
Derwent Water even has a ‘ghost’ island, rising from the
lake bed on a cushion of marsh gas near Lodore. Believe
it when you see it!

St Herbert’s
Island
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The Tour

Long Side

Skiddaw
3054ft (931m)

Slopes of

Latrigg
Leave Keswick on the A 5289 Borrowdale Road. Soon
2408ft (734m)
Castlerigg Fell
Carsleddam
1207ft (368m)
Derwent Water can be glimpsed between the trees on your
right, while Walla Crag towers above the road on your left.
Skiddaw
Ullock Pike
Carl Side
Castlehead
Little Man
There are a couple of lakeside car parks where you can
2270ft (692m)
2447ft (746m)
2838ft (865m)
Falcon
pause and admire the views of Cat Bells across the water.
Dodd
Crag
1647ft
After two miles or so you have the choice of making a
(502m)
detour to Watendath. It's around five miles there and back
along a narrow single track road with passing places. Apart
from some stupendous views, you will visit the Lakeland
Keswick
icons of Ashness Bridge, Surprise View and Watendlath
tarn itself.
Turn off the lakeside road just beyond the Ashness Gate
Derwent Water
launch landing stage, onto a steep hill signed Ashness
Bridge & Watendlath. A steady ascent through light
woodland brings you to an open fellside and the famous
packhorse bridge over Barrow Beck. Cross to park in the
wood on your right.
Continue along the winding road through more woodland
to Surprise View, where there's another handy car park
and a lofty view across the lake that's always a wonderful
surprise.
After another mile or so cross a cattle grid into a narrow
open valley with Watendlath at its head. Stone walls and
fences edge the narrow road and passing oncoming
vehicles requires precise manoeuvring and patience.
Barrow Beck
Return along the single road and at the lakeside junction
turn sharp left back onto the B5289 Borrowdale Road.
A mile of twisting road through woodland brings you to
the head of the lake and the magnificent state-of-the-art
Lodore Falls Hotel.
Ashness Bridge

Watendlath
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Watendlath Tarn

This moorland hamlet nestles at the head of a Lake District ‘hanging
valley’, 600ft above the surface of Derwent Water. The tiny tarn,
packhorse bridge and a huddle of farm buildings are one of the most
photographed compositions in Lakeland.
Sir Hugh Walpole, who lived across the lake at Brackenburn and
is buried in St John’s churchyard, Keswick, set his ‘Herris Chronicle’
books here.
Justifably a magnet for tourists, Watendlath should be avoided
on summer bank holidays. One way to avoid the crowds is to leave
the car at Surprise View car park and walk along the east side of
the river. Watendlath has a car park, toilets and a small tea garden,
which usually closes in winter.

Pit Stop

Lodore Falls Hotel enjoys a
sylvan position at the foot of
Gowder Crag

Lodore Falls Hotel

Most stylist in the area. A £13m spa annex opened in 2019
with 18 cavenous suites, treatment rooms, hydrotherapy
pool, steam rooms, saunas and a champagne bar. It
joins Mizu, a pan-Asian restaurant in the main building,
serving sashimi, veggie nigiri and fiery Thai green curry.
Sophisticated splendour with prices to match. Parking.
To access the falls walk through the spa gardens and
cross a footbridge. Only worth it if there’s been heavy rain.
It does happen. lakedistricthotels.net/lodorefalls
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High Lodore Farm Cafè

Further south along the B5289
you come to High Lodore Farm
Café, sheltered beneath Shepherds Crag,
and the Borrowdale Hotel in an equally
attractive setting. Soon you reach another
Lakeland favourite, the double-arched bridge
at Grange-in-Borrowdale. We shall return to
Grange later in the tour.
The road now follows the twists and turns
of the River Derwent as tree-covered cliffs
close in, forming the aptly-named 'Jaws of
Borrowdale’. Lakeland walker's guru Alfred
Wainwright, called this area 'the loveliest
square mile in Lakeland’.
There's a car park off a sweeping bend
from where you can stroll to the Bowder
Stone, a huge rock as big as a house which
has intrigued visitors since Victorian times.
After a final twist or two the road clears the
woodland and the aspect widens to reveal
the distant village of Rosthwaite across
water meadows. Look out for the marker
posts along the roadside indicating the depth
of floodwater. Rain – and floods – are no
strangers to Borrowdale.

The Bowder Stone is an immense
block, some 30ft high by 60ft
long, and weighing about 2,000
tons. It rests on a narrow crest
like a keel of a chunky ship and
seems likely to roll over at any
moment but has stood firm since
it was dumped here thousands of
years ago by an Ice Age glacier.
The rock was established
as a tourist attraction by the
The Bowder Stone
wealthy and eccentric Joseph
Pocklington in 1798. He’d already built a house on Derwent Island where he
staged mock invasions and firework displays as part of the Derwent Water
Regatta. Let loose on the Bowder Stone he constructed a ‘crazy ladder’ for
tourists to stand on the summit. He also built a cottage by the rock as a home
for an old woman to ‘lend the place quaint atmosphere’.
The ladder tradition has been maintained and in 2019 the National Trust
proudly installed the latest in a series of ladders onto the top. This one is of
metal and, unlike Pocklington’s, conforms to all modern safety standards.

Grange Bridge

Rosthwaite
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Surrounded by craggy and colourful fells, their lower slopes swathed
in trees, Rosthwaite stands between two lively rivers at the centre of
Borrowdale’s flat valley floor. A wonderful setting.
There’s also more to Rosthwaite than first meets the eye. The main
road has to squeeze between buildings and negotiate an awkward
bend past the Scafell Hotel before continuing up the valley.The village
itself lies away from this road, a place of infinite nooks and crannies,
whitewashed cottages and comfy lodging places.There’s also a car
park (which fills quickly) and toilets down a side road at the village hall.
The River Derwent flows along the western side of the village from
its source on the fells above Seathwaite at the head of Borrowdale.
Stonethwaite Beck sweeps past
Borrowdale Hotel
buildings on the eastern side after
tumbling down from steep-sided
Langstrath. Stake Pass at its head
is the walker’s route into Langdale.

The village bottleneck

A popular walk starts from
here to Castle Crag, the ‘rotten
tooth’ prominent in the Jaws of
Borrowdale and once the site of an
Iron Age fort. The sensational all
round views from the summit are
rich reward for the short but steep
and rocky climb, partly through the
ancient detritus of an abandoned
slate quarry.
The two mile route over the fell
to Watendlath is also a favourite
family walk.

Yew Tree Farm. The tea room is in an
former farm building opposite

Pit Stops

High Lodore Farm Café (Shepherd’s Café)

Homemade cakes, soup and quiche. Plenty of outdoor
seating and parking. Great views. highlodorefarm.co.uk

Borrowdale Hotel

Luxurious former coaching inn. Afternoon teas and locally
sourced dinners with traditional silver service. Parking.
lakedistricthotels.net/borrowdalehotel

Flock-in Tea Room, Yew Tree Farm, Rosthwaite
Extensive menu with tasty Herdwick pasties and stews
made from meat raised on this farm. Car park nearby.
Terrific views. borrowdaleyewtreefarm.co.uk
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Our route continues to Seatoller,
launch pad for the ascent of Honister
Pass into Buttermere. Narrow and bendy, the
pass snakes alongside the beck with up to 25%
gradient in places. The steepest parts are less
than a mile in length each side with a similar
stretch across the summit plateau. Here the the
barren landscape is ‘enlivened’ by the Slate Mine
buildings and their garish signs The pass drops
dramatically into Buttermere, following the lively
Gatesgarthdale Beck that dances between huge
rocks and boulders fallen from the heights of
Fleetwith Pike above.
The road levels out approaching the
Gatesgarth car park at the head of the lake.
Enjoy the fantastic views as the road snakes
around the lakeside but keep a look out for
pedestrians (walkers and sheep).
Base Brown

Grains Gill

Great End
2949ft (902m)

2119ft (632m)

Seathwaite Fell
2073ft (632m)
Styhead Gill

The road to Seathwaite
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Seatoller

The road to Honister Pass

This hamlet was once the
service area for a regular
stagecoach service over
Honister Pass. It only
ended in 1934 when the
road was properly surfaced
and the horses’ hooves
could no longer grip on the
termac surface.
These days the attractive
cluster of farms and B&B
establishments boasts a
large car park and toilets
so provides an excellent
base for walkers.

The Borrowdale road continues past Seatoller to the head of
the valley at Seathwaite, the legendry wettest inhabited place
in England. Around 140in of rain falls on the tiny settlement in
an average year. In September 1966, it was hit by five inches
of rain in one hour. During four days in November 2009, almost
20in fell, roughly equivalent to ten months average rainfall in
London. Storm Desmond also brought devastation in 2015.
This part of Borrowdale is also famous for the discovery
of plumbago (graphite) which was mined on the slopes of
Base Brown during the 16th century. A pure form of carbon,
amongst its many uses it was a vital ingredient in the casting
of cannon balls, which made it so valuable it could only be
transported under armed guard. The mines established
the Keswick pencil industry, but the yield from Borrowdale
gradually diminished and the last mine closed in 1836.

Slopes of
Fleetwith Pike

Robinson
2417ft (737m)

Littledale
Edge

Hindscarth
2385ft (727m)

Honister Pass

original miner’s route across the exposed face of Fleetwith Pike using a fixed
cableway, ladders and supports.
If that’s not scary enough try the ‘Infinity Bridge’, the longest wire bridge in the
country, which crosses a yawning 2000ft chasm and is so called because you can’t
see the end when it’s misty. You need to book in advance and unsurprisingly the
bridge crossing is weather dependent.
There’s a ‘walker’s’ car park on the site, at a fixed price of £5 for all day,
refundable if you spend more than £10 in the shop or take part in one of the
adventure activities. honister.com

Sky Hi Café

1
Derwent Water & Buttermere Round

With gradients of one in four and an altitude of 1,167ft,
Honister Pass is one of the steepest and highest in the
region. The light green slate mined at Honister since
the late 1600s is thought to be around 450 million
Slopes of
years old. It’s still seen in local walls, on rooftops and
Dalehead
as highly-polished table tops or gift shop momentoes.
By 1890 production at the mine had reached 3,000
tons a year and more than 100 men were employed in
often appalling conditions underground. In those days
the mine was so isolated miners lived there during the
working week and messages to the company offices
in Keswick were sent by carrier pigeon.
Business gradually declined and by the 1980s a
complete shutdown was threatened. However, in 1997
the mine was reopened by new owners, Bill Taylor
and Mark Weir, as a tourist attraction. Some inspired
The Buttermere side of the pass
entrepreneurship transformed the site into one
of the district’s major adventure centres and
ATTRACTION
The mine
Honister Slate (or more correctly Westmorland
centre entrance
Honister Slate Mine
Green Slate) is back in commercial
England’s last working slate mine, offering underground tours and several
production. Mark Weir was killed in 2011
different climbing routes. These include the exhilarating Via Ferrata following the
when his helicopter crashed near the mine.
Red Pike
2476ft (755m)

PIT STOP

Part of Honister Slate Mine visitor centre.
Wholesome, locally-sourced grub. Pies, bacon
butties, soup. The name refers to its location (the
highest in Lakeland) and not necessarily the
parking fee for a pop-in coffee. honister.com
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Haystacks
958ft (597m)

Scarth Gap – the
footpath to Ennerdale

Derwentwater & Burttermere Round

The ‘Buttermere
Pines’

The tiny Church of St James was built on a rocky perch at the
foot of Newlands Pass in 1840. Twin bells hang in the bell turret
and the wrought iron porch gate depicts a hill shepherd and his
sheep. A stone tablet set into the window sill of a south window is
a memorial to Alfred Wainwright, the famous walker and author of
guidebooks. The window looks out on his favourite place to walk,
Haystacks, where at his wish his ashes were scattered.
Buttermere village

Blea Crag

St James’ Church
Hen Comb
1670 (509m)

The head of Buttermere

Details of Buttermere village are in Tour 2 but this one
turns sharply right before then, at the church, signed
Keswick. Climb Newlands Hause, snaking between the smooth
hillsides of Whiteless Pike and High Snockrigg. At the summit
(1,093ft/333m) there's a small car park from where you can
admire Moss Force waterfall, and a distant view of Blencathra
in the northern skyline. Continue for three and a half miles
of delight down Newlands valley, where the aspect gradually
changes from barren fellsides to soft Beatrix Potter type country
of green fields, white farmhouses and sheep. There’s also a
great view of the west face of Cat Bells.
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Herdwick sheep

At the junction with
Newlands Hause

